
Appeals 

 

1. What are the requirements for an appeals process? 

While Title IX does not require that a school provide an appeals process, OCR does 

recommend that the school do so where procedural error or previously unavailable 

relevant evidence could significantly impact the outcome of a case or where a sanction is 

substantially disproportionate to the findings. If a school chooses to provide for an appeal 

of the findings or remedy or both, it must do so equally for both parties. The specific 

design of the appeals process is up to the school, as long as the entire grievance process, 

including any appeals, provides prompt and equitable resolutions of sexual violence 

complaints, and the school takes steps to protect the complainant in the educational 

setting during the process. Any individual or body handling appeals should be trained in 

the dynamics of and trauma associated with sexual violence. 

If a school chooses to offer an appeals process it has flexibility to determine the type of 

review it will apply to appeals, but the type of review the school applies must be the same 

regardless of which party files the appeal. 

2. Must an appeal be available to a complainant who receives a favorable finding but 

does not believe a sanction that directly relates to him or her was sufficient? 

The appeals process must be equal for both parties. For example, if a school allows a 

perpetrator to appeal a suspension on the grounds that it is too severe, the school must 

also allow a complainant to appeal a suspension on the grounds that it was not severe 

enough. 

 


